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Have a Blessed New Year!

Message from the Chairman’s Desk

January 2021

New Year’s Greetings to Immanuel Members and Friends:
I hope all is well with you and your family and friends. I also wish you well and a safe environment for
the New Year, continuing to use the advice of keeping to small groups with known health conditions
and contacts until this coronavirus is adequately controlled with vaccines.
In December, a virtual Voters Assembly vote was distributed and returned to proceed with the LCEF
offer to refinance the present mortgage by extending the repayments from the present 2+ years to 10
years. The principal borrowed will remain the same as the present principal owed, but it will ultimately
increase the paid interest beyond the present mortgage repayment period of 2+ years.
The motion presented was as follows:
“Authorize the Officers of the Congregation to arrange for and execute refinancing the existing
LCEF mortgage principal value from its present repayment terms and conditions to a 10-year
repayment period, at today’s LCEF market interest rate and terms and conditions.”
The Voters Assembly has approved this course of action through the attendance and voting process described previously on the ballots and attendance signatures collected or mailed on or before December
24, 2020.
The final tabulated vote was: Yes – 18, and No – 3.
The Board thanks you for your response to this new voting process, as it was very good in the number
of responses submitted. The Treasurer and I are proceeding to have LCEF finalize this change in repayment terms, which we anticipate will be completed during January. Thanks for all who voted so
that we meet the required quorum requirements. The Notes of the Virtual Voters Assembly will be issued separately to Members.
Another virtual Voters Assembly voting process will be sent out this month. Synod has submitted a
motion to extend the standard Triennial Process of Circuit-District-Synod conventions by one year due
to the coronavirus outfall of restricted assembly. This extension only applies to this triennium, such
that last year’s circuit convention will be this year (2021) and the following two years will be the District and Synod Conventions. The standard triennium will restart after the 2023 Synod convention. Be
aware of this vote and plan to respond like you did for the December motion.
A Happy New Year to all,

David Schroeder
150th Anniversary:
We are still working toward gathering historical
information regarding our congregational history. Please look through
your treasures and share with us information you may have. Please do
not wait until the last minute. It may seem like a long way away but we have been
gathering information a year. And now we are looking toward months not a year to
prepare. Share with us your story, memories, and mementoes. Thank you! Sally Hover

Treasurer’s Report
January 2021
Hello members and friends of Immanuel.
Hope everyone had a Blessed and safe Christmas holiday. And let me take a moment to wish you all a
Blessed, safe and healthy New Year with the promise of the COVID vaccination forthcoming.
For now, I’m sure everyone is looking forward to New Year’s celebrations, again in small groups for
your safety please, so we all remain healthy for 2021!
Finances
Offerings for December totaled $10,303 compared to $12,245 for December a year ago. Some extraordinary income items for December include $300 in Memorials for Dorothy Hansen, $23 from
Thrivent, $300 from DuPage County Election Commission and $411 Profit Sharing from our insurance company, Church Mutual, which is in addition to the $96 we received in November. The major
impact on offerings was the very low attendance at our Christmas Eve service compared to the historically large attendance of previous years.
Immanuel’s December expenses were $11,099.94 compared to $11,974.64 for December last year.
December expenses include $1,000 as Immanuel’s second half year contribution to NID, Guest Pastor
expense of $1,050 and Guest Musicians expenses of $550. Some of these current expenses were offset
by $2,100 on the December I/O mortgage payment.
Controlling expenses
Waste Service – Although we continue to monitor dumpster pickups on an as needed basis, we have
had to increase pickup frequency in November and December due to use increase. We will continue
to monitor use vs pickup frequency.
In-Church Services – Immanuel continues to provide Sunday video sermons for those members and
friends unable to attend our actual Sunday services (9:30 am). Please, if you are able, it certainly
would be nice to see our missing members come and participate in Sunday services. We have just recently started to sing a few hymns during our services. It is so uplifting to hear the singing voices
along with the beautiful accompanying piano and organ music provided by our guest musicians.
Please consider making a special effort to resume attending Sunday services and see what you have
been missing. We have sufficient space to continue social distancing, there are protocols in place to
protect everyone, and we all wear face masks for additional protection.
2021 Offering Envelopes – Now available. We started distributing the envelopes for the new year at
the Christmas Eve service. If you haven’t received yours yet, please come to Sunday service and pick
up yours. It would be wonderful to see you.
Military Biblesticks – As mentioned last month, we still have some Military Biblestick packages
available for you to send off to someone special in the military. They are available at no charge.

Mortgage Refinancing – Based upon membership’s votes, Immanuel is proceeding with the mortgage
refinancing plan to extend the mortgage for 10 years with a maturity date being extended from 2/11/2023
to 10/30/2030 with an interest rate reduction from 4.5% to 3.875% (estimated) and changing the monthly
Principal and Interest payment from $2,347 to $750 (estimated), reducing our monthly mortgage expense
by $1,597 ($19,164 annually), allowing Immanuel to reestablish its savings plan and investment plan to
provide for emergencies and other unknown future contingencies.
Winter is upon us . . . although as I am wr iting this ar ticle, the sun is shining br ightly and ther e is
no snow on the ground and none is falling from the sky. However, I’m sure that won’t continue for long.
As a precaution, please take extra care walking from the parking lot into church. Although we take necessary steps to shovel and salt walks, they can become slippery. And be aware to use extra precaution
when leaving the service since your shoes or boots will be warm, they can tend to be slippery on snow
covered walkways. We certainly don’t want any of our folks to experience an injury. Thank you for being extra cautious and if you need assistance, by all means, just ask a fellow member.
And . . . Don’t for get about our member s and fr iends at Clar e Oaks. Take a moment to dr op them
a note and wish them a Happy New Year and see how they are doing. This is very important especially
at this time of year but also since the folks living here are not permitted to venture out much due to the
threat of contracting COVID-19.
And . . . Thank you to all who pr ovided the many Chr istmas gifts for our Hanover Township
Needy Family. More on this elsewhere in the Newsletter.
Words to live by:
Hebrews 13:16
Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.
(This reminds members that God is pleased when they share what they have to help the church and others.)
Blessings to all.

Bob Brinkman
Treasurer

Join Us for Bible Study—
What are you doing Sunday mornings at 10:30? You and your family are cordially invited to join
us in the Study of the Beatitudes. It’s safe, can be done at home, and we meet with God. We meet
both physically and virtually. We would be happy to send you an invitation to join our meeting at
home. Please just drop me an email with your e-address and I will include you in Sunday’s Study.
You may email me at: shover2004@yahoo.com. You will be so happy you did! It’s a wonderful

feeling to see your friends at Immanuel

. Sally

Immanuel has Christmas Spirit
Immanuel’s members who participated in the 2020 Hanover Township Adopt-A-Family Gifting provided 22 gifts
to a needy family with three young children, ages 7, 4
and 1 years with gifts purchased by members from a
“Wish List” prepared by the Family including a Jewel Gift
Card for the family to purchase food.
Gifts included pants, shirts, coats, underwear, shoes
and various toys.
Thank you to all who participated in this very worthwhile
project, making Christmas for these folks much more
joyous than it would have been for them otherwise.
When delivering these gifts to the Hanover Township
office, they were so happy to receive all that was collected by our church. Each family was assigned a number
and the gifts were typically placed in large plastic bags
each labelled with the Family assigned number. We
found out that over 200 families were provided for. It is a
wonderful program and we look forward to continue to
partner with them to provide for our needy families in the
future.
Immanuel can certainly feel very proud of the magnitude of their contribution, including shopping
for the gifts, wrapping the gifts and bringing the gifts to church.
Well done, Immanuel, for participating in this great outreach opportunity.
Lynn Zillmer & Bob Brinkman
Adopt-A-Family Coordinators

January Birthdays
Matt Waxler
Maryam Shahbaz
Beverly Bayes
Colleen Anderson

01/01
01/03
01/04
01/05

Fred Franzen
Anya Guerra
John Moninger
Al Thilk
Rebecca Waxler

01/06
01/08
01/22
01/22
01/31

Portals of Prayer/
Hope-Full Living
The latest Portals of Prayer and Hope-Full
Living are now available. Hope-Full Living is
a newer devotional booklet with daily

devotions and especially written for older adults.
Many who have used it report finding it very helpful.
The latest edition of Portals of Prayer, also in large print and Hope-Full Living are
available in the church narthex or to be mailed to you by calling the
church office at (630) 837-1166.

Keep using the AmazonSmile icon for your Amazon purchases,
Once again, the link is http://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-6414746.
Or go to our website and click on the AmazonSmile icon.
Remember: Every little bit adds up!

Having Hope
will give you
courage.
Job 18:11

January 2021 Schedules

Lay Minister Schedule
January 3 - Mike Tellin & Al Thilk
January 10 January 17 - Mike Tellin & Al Thilk
January 24 January 31 - Mike Tellin & Al Thilk

Reader Schedule
January 3 - Sally Hover
January 10 - Al Thilk
January 17 - Mike Tellin
January 24 - Sally Hover
January 31- Al Thilk

If you would like to volunteer to serve please call the office.

If unable to serve when scheduled, please try to find a substitute. Also notify the
church office as soon as possible (630 837-1166 or
immanuelbartlett@sbcglobal.net) Thank you!

9:30 a.m. Worship Service (HC)
10:45 a.m. Bible Class

31

9:30 a.m. Worship Service
10:45 a.m. Bible Class

24

9:30 a.m. Worship Service (HC)
10:45 a.m. Bible Class

17

9:30 a.m. Worship Service
10:45 a.m. Bible Class

10

9:30 a.m. Worship Service (HC)
10:45 a.m. Bible Class

3

Sun

25

18

11

4

Iglesia Apostolica Cristo
La Roca (CTR)Every Sunday 12-5
Every Tuesday 7-9
Every Friday 7-9

Mon

26

19

12

5

Tue

27

20

13

6

Epiphany

Wed

28

21

14

7

Thu

January 2021

29

22

15

8
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New Years Day

Fri

8:00-10:00 a.m. Church
Properties

30

8:00-10:00 a.m. Church
Properties

23

8:00-10:00 a.m. Church
Properties

16

8:00-10:00 a.m. Church
Properties

9

8:00-10:00 a.m. Church
Properties

2

Sat

