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It is a good thing to give thanks unto the LORD,
and to sing praises unto thy name,
O Most High:
Psalm 92:1 KJV

Why We Pray...
Back when I was in grade school, and memory
work was in vogue, I learned to say by heart this
passage from Psalm 50:15-“Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.”

I have always found that passage helpful.
God wants us to pray to Him when we are in trouble. Our heavenly Father cares
about our troubles. He is not removed from our lives, hidden somewhere in the
clouds. And our Father is not too busy to listen to us. He not only invites us to
pray to Him in times of trouble, He commands it.
Secondly, our Father not only listens to our prayers. He answers. And in
the most positive way possible. “I WILL deliver you.” Not, “Maybe I will decide
to offer some help when I get around to it.” Of course the answer comes in His
way and His time. That’s not the point. Don’t let it sidetrack you. “I WILL deliver you.”
And then the third part: “… and you shall glorify Me.” That is the part we easily
forget to do. When our trouble goes away, so does our focus on God.
This passage has again taken on personal significance for me these recent weeks
when I have struggled with a stubborn leg infection. It came up in one of my normal readings of the psalms in my personal devotions. And something jumped out
at me in the context.
In the previous verse are these words. “Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving,
and perform Your vows to the Most High.” (50:14) The point of God’s listening
to our cries for help and delivering us is so that we can be thankful. Because having a thankful heart is at the very heart of a living faith-- the kind of faith that
brings us joy and transforms our lives.
One pattern in many Psalms is that they begin with pleas for help from deeply troubling, even life-threatening problems, but in the final verses there is a thanksgiving
for God’s answering the cries for help. It is a sure thing even before the deliverance is realized!

And that has led me to emphasize a practice in my own prayers. After specific requests for myself and others, I thank God for hearing and answering even before I have
seen the results. “I WILL deliver you, and you SHALL glorify Me.”
I recommend that practice of thanking God for answering even before you have seen the
answer. It is an affirmation of faith in the One who always keeps His promises, often in
a much more wonderful way than we might have
ever expected.
Happy Thanksgiving! It’s God’s own gift to you.

Join Us for Bible Study—
What are you doing Sunday mornings at 10:30? You and your family are cordially invited to join
us in the Study of the Beatitudes. It’s safe, can be done at home, and we meet with God. We meet
both physically and virtually. We would be happy to send you an invitation to join our meeting at
home. Please just drop me an email with your e-address and I will include you in Sunday’s Study.
You may email me at: shover2004@yahoo.com. You will be so happy you did! It’s a wonderful
feeling to see your friends at Immanuel

. Sally

150th Anniversary: We are still working toward gathering historical
information regarding our congregational history. Please look through
your treasures and share with us information you may have. Please do
not wait until the last minute. It may seem like a long way away but we have been gathering information a year. And now we are looking toward months not a year to prepare.
Share with us your story, memories, and mementoes. Thank you! Sally Hover

Treasurer’s Report
November 2020
Hello members and friends of Immanuel.
I hope everyone is doing well and staying healthy. Can you believe so far we all
have survived eight months of the new life brought to us by COVID-19, in one
fashion or another anyway.
Finances
Offerings for September were $11,258 compared to $8,311 for September 2019, thanks to several members mailing in their offerings, even though they may still remain skeptical of returning due to COVID19. However, we would certainly love to see you folks come to our resumed church services - - we miss
seeing you and you are missing the church atmosphere, beautiful music and solo singers. We have sufficient space to make you feel comfortable and safe with social distancing, monitoring temperatures and
wearing face masks (bring your own or we will provide one if you forget yours).
Immanuel’s expenses for September 2020 were $8,940 compared to $11,602 for September 2019. The
difference is again primarily due to the Interest Only mortgage payment and lesser utility charges for this
past month.
As a summary to date since Immanuel’s closing for in-house services in mid-March due to the pandemic, our Income has been $69,607 vs. Expenses of $68,929.
Controlling expenses
Waste Service – We are continuing to monitor dumpster pickups on an as needed basis rather than the
more costly weekly pickups since we are not generating the amount of trash due to more limited usage
of the church facilities. This allows us to continue saving about $50 per month. (I believe the savings I
sited in previous newsletters was in error, sorry.)
Fox Valley Fire and Safety maintenance repair estimates. Ter r y Kainz has advised that Fox Valley has waived the $156 charge to estimate cost of actual repairs. I’m keeping this at the forefront because at some future date, we will need to have the necessary repairs completed. We’re still hoping to
negotiate a better repair cost with Fox Valley.

Mortgage –Our agreement with LCEF to pay Interest Only payments on Immanuel’s mortgage ended
after October. This arrangement has saved an expense of about $2,000 per month over a period now totaling 6 months to date.
LCEF has offered to refinance our present mortgage loan for various terms to allow Immanuel to lessen
its monthly mortgage payment. We are now reviewing the options to determine if the options are viable
for the long term versus whether Immanuel’s income will allow us to continue the present monthly payments of $2,347 through the remaining 28 months of our present mortgage which runs through February
2023.
While we are considering the options, LCEF has (off the record) mentioned we can pay on the mortgage
for November whatever we can work into our current finances. Thank you again Lutheran Church Extension Services (LCEF).

Paycheck Protection Program – This subject has closed. One program was ended due to a lack of
funds and the second program through the SBA was not approved for Immanuel per an email I received this morning. I suspect SBA would rather fund “businesses” than a church in view of the impact on the economy.
Staying busy – Volunteers
Bob, Dick and John – Lawn mowing will come to a close at the end of October.
Dick and Bob – The flower garden in front of the church will be removed after the first heavy frost.
Also throughout the year we have trimmed many trees between the church, the parsonage and the
cemetery generating a humongous pile at the rear area of our property. We have contacted our “tree
guy” to shred all of this material to deposit it on the ground in our storage yard to make it more useful during wet weather.
Unfortunately, the cost will be $350 $300 (sometimes you gotta negotiate).
Winter is coming and so is Snowplowing
We have negotiated this winter’s snowplowing contract with our landscaper friend who is a member
of Christ the Rock Church who has plowed our drives and parking lot for over the past 5 years for
$400 per month for a four month season (sometimes he has to provide the service before and/or the
end of the contract period but that’s what friends do).
And . . . Don’t for get about our member s and fr iends at Clar e Oaks. Take a moment to dr op
them a note and see how they are doing. Please refer to the May Newsletter where names and address to send a note was provided. I have heard from some of our folks there and they really enjoy
receiving notes from Immanuel’s members. I’ll let you know when any of these folks are able to
return to Immanuel for Sunday services.
Words to live by:
Deuteronomy 16:11
Every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the Lord your God that He has given
you.
Blessings to all.
Bob Brinkman
Treasurer

November Birthdays
11/03 Kate Franzen
11/22 Jake Franzen
11/30 Jackie Wlezen

Portals of Prayer/
Hope-Full Living
The latest Portals of Prayer and Hope-Full
Living (Oct.-Dec) are now available. Hope-Full
Living is a newer devotional booklet with daily
devotions and especially written for older
adults. Many who have used it report finding it very helpful.
The latest edition of Portals of Prayer, also in large print and Hope-Full Living are
available in the church narthex or to be mailed to you by calling the church office
at (630) 837-1166.

Keep using the AmazonSmile icon for your Amazon purchases,
Once again, the link is http://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-6414746.
Or go to our website and click on the AmazonSmile icon.
Remember: Every little bit adds up!

Sometimes
God puts us in
the dark to
show us that
He is the
Light!

November 2020 Schedules

Lay Minister Schedule
November 1 - Al Thilk
November 8 November 15 - Mike Tellin & Al Thilk
November 22Thanksgiving Eve- Mike Tellin & Al Thilk
November 29 - Mike Tellin & Al Thilk

Reader Schedule
November 1 - Al Thilk
November 8 - Sally Hover
November 15 - Mike Tellin
November 22 - Al Thilk
Thanksgiving Eve - Mike Tellin
November 29 - Sally Hover

If you would like to volunteer to serve please call the office.

If unable to serve when scheduled, please try to find a substitute. Also notify the church
office as soon as possible (630 837-1166 or immanuelbartlett@sbcglobal.net) Thank you!
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