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Holy Week Services:
Palm Sunday March 28, 9:30 a.m.
Maundy Thursday April 1, 7:00 p.m.
Good Friday April 2, 12 noon
Easter Sunday April 4, 9:30 a.m.

“Isn’t it beautiful?” Many people have used
those words to speak about the freshly fallen
snow we have received in abundance this year.
It covers everything. No ugly scars or imperfections escape. Everything looks fresh and pure.
And this year when one snow fall begins to look dirty from the traffic and plowing,
there has been another-- a whole new fresh and pure landscape. Wouldn’t it be great
if our lives could be like that-- with our own ugly mistakes covered over,
- fresh and pure in others’ eyes and in our own eyes
- and most importantly in the eyes of God who sees everything about us.
That’s exactly what happens through the forgiveness of our sins, which only God can
provide, and which He yearns to provide us all.
- No mistake too ugly.
- No sin beyond the power of God’s grace to cover.

“Come now, and let us reason together,” says the Lord. Though your sins are like
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow.; though they are red like crimson, they shall
be as wool.” - Isaiah 1:18
“The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from ALL sin.” - 1 John 1:7
That’s what Lent is all about. And it keeps happening. Our lives covered with forgiveness, again and again. We don’t see the beauty of the snow if we don’t open our
eyes. Let’s be sure to let the Word of God open wide our eyes of faith in this holy
season.
- See YOUSELF fresh and pure, covered with the snows of forgiveness.
Let what Jesus Christ has accomplished make you see that you are different now!

Message from the Chairman’s Desk
March 2021

I hope all is continuing well with you and your family and friends.
I also wish you a continued well and safe environment, continuing to
use the advice of keeping to small groups with known health
conditions and contacts until this coronavirus is adequately controlled
with vaccines.
In January, a virtual Voters Assembly ballot was issued to support the
request by Synod and Northern Illinois District to delay the Lutheran
Church – Missouri Synod (LCMS) convention triennial sequence of Circuit-District-Synod Conventions
by one year due to the Coronavirus restrictions on large gatherings, and the Synod’s Constitution
requiring in-person attendance Conventions. This sequence delay is a one-time occurrence, after which
the standard triennial sequence will resume. The virtual voting finished and counted on January 31st. A
final total of 18 ballots were received, which constitutes a quorum of the Voters Assembly. All ballots
returned were in favor of the sequence delay, and the result was reported to Synod on February 12th. The
final Synod result was that the motion passed, and it will be implemented.
The LCEF Mortgage Refinancing paperwork has been received and is being reviewed and prepared for
signing. LCEF requires a Voters Assembly concurrence with the mortgage terms, as described in the
Treasurer’s report in this newsletter. Additionally, there are no restrictions on loan prepayment when we
can afford to restart a higher monthly payback. There is a loan refinancing fee of $500, but which is very
inexpensive compared to normal bank refinancing fees. The rate is adjustable, presently at 3.875%
(which is lower than the 4.5% on the existing mortgage), but adjustment is limited annually to LCEF’s
cost of funds. The Voters Assembly virtual voting attendance and ballot form is attached to this
newsletter.
Voting members, please complete the attached ballot form and return it to church by email scan, fax,
office drop off, or return mail no later than March 7, 2021.
May God’s continued blessings be part of your life,

David Schroeder
Because we are deemed essential as an FDA registered food manufacturing plant,
FMSC's permanent packing sites remain open. This will allow lifesaving meal packing work to continue to address the increased global hunger need due to COVID-19.
The safety of our employees and volunteers is our top priority, and we continue to
operate under CDC protocols. To learn more about our safety protocols and sign up
for a packing session, visit fmsc.org/volunteer.

Treasurer’s Report
March 2021
Hello members and friends of Immanuel.
Treasurer is on vacation . . . . . .
However, there are a few important items to tell you about.
First, LCEF has approved Immanuel’s Mortgage Refi subject to a significant amount of legal paperwork
that needs to be completed. Highlights of the final documents include an extension of Immanuel’s
mortgage term from 2/2023 to 2/2031 as agreed upon by the voting membership approval to proceed.
As background, Immanuel’s original mortgage was for $385,000 back in 2003 and has been reduced
over the years to its current balance of $69,865. Under the refi, our monthly mortgage payment will be
reduced from $2,347 to $703, a savings of $1,644 each month. This will allow Immanuel to pay its
normal monthly expenses without having to continue borrowing from its Savings and Investment
accounts.
Part of the paperwork which Immanuel must accomplish is obtaining Voting Membership approval of
the final Mortgage Refi conditions outlined above. Shortly, David Schroeder will be in contact with all
members regarding the voting process, most likely similar to the previous ballot voting to proceed with
obtaining the approval from LCEF for a Mortgage Refi. When you receive Dave’s email request, please
act diligently to provide your ballot response to Immanuel as any delays will serve to further delay the
effective date of the Mortgage Refi resulting in a delay to begin paying a reduced mortgage amount.
Second, Immanuel has just received approval of our Application to the Paycheck Protection Program
with the SBA from Associated Bank whom we have been dealing with since the PPP was first
introduced. Our initial application back in July fell short since funds had previously run out due to how
the funds had been improperly distributed to larger businesses than what was contemplated by the
Program. We have received approval by the PPP and hopefully the funds will be received soon.
Lastly, Immanuel recently received its Year-end Statement from our Investment Account with Lutheran
Legacy Fund which was very encouraging having produced an Investment and Realized Gain of $9,187
this past year. This Investment Account is designed to provide financial resources for major unforeseen
expenses for Immanuel’s buildings and land and has been primarily funded by large donations and
memorials from former members.
On another note, Immanuel thanks everyone providing their contribution offerings, whether it be by
attending services at church, dropping off offerings at church or by mailing them. I hope everyone who
is unable to attend actual church services utilize the links provided to see the videos of the sermons. The
Sunday sermons are very uplifting and now that Lent has begun, the weekly letters from the Pastor will
remind us of what Jesus went through for us as our Savior and to prepare us over the 40 days to Easter, a
period for introspection and contrition.
Blessings to all.

Bob Brinkman

February 2021
To the Congregation of Immanuel Lutheran Church, Bartlett,

Allan R. Buss

What you and your congregation are doing is of vital importance! Thanks for sticking with Jesus and the challenging work He
has set before you and us. This is no time for retreat or fear. We have endured the challenges and opportunities of 2020! We
are people of faith, not fear! We are confident in Christ and His work. He is still at work!
This year has reminded us what a blessing and opportunity we have as a part of a church family: The Lutheran ChurchMissouri Synod.
Your partnership with the Northern Illinois District means:
* An Emphasis on the Word
A year of sorting through culture, social and pandemic issues based on the Word with accountability to Christ, Church and
each other. The work of Christ continues!
Assisting with issues of communicating the Word of Christ with technology as well as a faithful witness in times when
religious liberties were/are under assault.
Thousands of hours of spiritual care and counsel through the staff of the NID.
* An Emphasis on the Wellness
Connecting with our lay leaders as they worked with pastors, principals, and other congregations for the welfare of our 200
plus congregations, 93 schools, and numerous other ministries located in NID.
Assist our professional workers in a year of great stress and “decision fatigue” with the Church Worker Care Team which has
been assisting numerous workers.
* An Emphasis on the Witness
NID videos have assisted and encouraged a Christ-given view of our life together in the midst of challenge. These videos
have reached the unchurched!
Encouragement and support of multi-ethnic work in Northern Illinois including Black, Hispanic, and immigrants from Africa,
South and Central America, Asia and literally around the world.
20% of undesignated gifts support the work of the LCMS.
Our mission is not to sustain a bureaucracy, but to engage the Church as the Church in these days of fear, anger, doubt and
spiritual apathy! We are a church that listens to and follows Jesus!
Thank you for your partnership with us as detailed in your enclosed year-end statement! May our Lord continue to provide
encouragement in our work together in 2021!
You are valued, dear People of God! Thank You!

Pastor Allan R. Buss
Rev. Dr. Allan R. Buss
President, LCMS Northern Illinois District

Get Your Copy
We now have available for you a Lenten daily devotional
titled “Return to the Lord”. It contains short daily meditations that help us to focus on the meaning of the season
and help us to remember all that Christ Jesus has done for
us as we prepare our hearts for Easter.
This devotional is available in the church narthex or can
be mailed to you by calling the church office at (630)
837-1166.

Keep using the AmazonSmile icon for your Amazon purchases,
Once again, the link is http://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-6414746.
Or go to our website and click on the AmazonSmile icon.
Remember: Every little bit adds up!

I wait for the
Lord, my soul
does wait, and in
His word do I
hope.
Psalm 130:5

From a Guest Writer:
Dear Friends and Family of Immanuel Lutheran Church,
Springtime is around the corner you know. Our flowers,
fruits, and vegetables will soon be springing to life,
reminding us of Easter-- a great time in our lives.
We are able to renew our spiritual life and worship our Lord
each Sunday with much delight. We will have special
weekday Services on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday,
remembering what our Savior did to provide for us.
A special booklet of Lenten devotions, “Return to the Lord!”
is waiting for all of us to use together. There will be special Lenten letters from
our pastor to further our growth.
I pray that you will enjoy the new life and joy of this Lenten season. Please accept
this invitation to join together with us all in accepting the blessings which we are
offered during these holiest of days
Matthew 18:20 “For where two or three gathered together in my name; I am there
among them.”

Kathy Sorenson
NEED YOUR HELP
We will be doing a clean-up for Easter! If you can take a few hours out of
your schedule to beautify the church, it would be very appreciated. A list of
items to be completed will be on the table in the Narthex. Church Properties
will wash and wax the floors. Carpet will be done professionally. Cleaning
times will be on Saturdays from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Please see Bev Bayes
for any additional times and details. Thank you!

A Letter from the LCMS Office
In a letter from December 7, 2020, under the provision of Article XI B 8 of the
Synod Constitution, LCMS President Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison submitted the
following question to a vote of the Synod’s member congregations:
Shall the Synod add a year to the current 2019–2022 triennium, allowing districts to
hold their conventions in either 2021 or 2022, and moving the upcoming national
Synod convention from 2022 to 2023? [Ther eafter , the tr iennium cycle will continue
forward from 2023 in three-year increments, as before (i.e., with district conventions held
in 2025, 2028, etc., and Synod conventions held in 2026, 2029, etc.).] Vote: Yes or No.
The Office of the Secretary, assisted by the LCMS Department of Rosters, Statistics and Research
Services and the LCMS Technology Application Group, facilitated an electronic vote on this
question, opening January 1, 2021, and closing at the end of the day on February 15 (11:59 p.m.
Central Time).
More than the required one-fourth (63.32%) of the Synod’s member congregations registered a vote,
and the majority (90.67%) of votes cast favored adoption. The stated extension of the 2019–2022
triennium by a year, allowing district conventions to take place in either 2021 or 2022 and deferring
the national Synod convention from 2022 to 2023, is therefore adopted.
The President’s letter (www.lcms.org/delay-vote-letter) and FAQ (www.lcms.org/delay-vote-faqs)
explain the consequences of this deferral. The national Synod office is working urgently to make
arrangements for the next regular convention of the Synod to convene in the summer of 2023 and will
keep the Synod apprised as plans are finalized.
Congregations are advised to watch closely for communications from their districts regarding their
plans to meet, either in 2021 or 2022, and to pay attention to pre-convention schedules that may be in
flux.
The member congregations of the Synod and all who facilitated their voting are to be thanked for their
urgent and diligent attention to this question, on account of which it was able to be decided not only
by a majority of the votes cast but by a majority of the member congregations. We pray that the
additional year it allows will bear rich fruit in the churchly deliberative assemblies of the districts and
the Synod.

John W. Sias
John W. Sias
Secretary, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

March 2021 Schedules

Reader Schedule

Lay Minister Schedule

March 7 – Al Thilk
March 14 – Mike Tellin
March 21 - Sally Hover
March 28 - Al Thilk

March 7- Mike Tellin & Al Thilk
March 14 March 21 - Mike Tellin & Al Thilk
March 28 -

If you would like to volunteer to serve please call the office.
If unable to serve when scheduled, please try to find a substitute. Also notify the church
office as soon as possible (630 837-1166 or immanuelbartlett@sbcglobal.net) Thank you!

March Birthdays
Ursula Hodges
Dorothy Berg
Shannon Wachter
Jacqueline Conrad

03/04
03/22
03/23
03/30

Palm Sunday
9:30 a.m. Worship Service
10:45 a.m. Bible Class

28

9:30 a.m. Worship Service (HC)
10:45 a.m. Bible Class

21

9:30 a.m. Worship Service
10:45 a.m. Bible Class

14

29

22

15

8

7

9:30 a.m. Worship Service (HC)
10:45 a.m. Bible Class

1

Iglesia Apostolica Cristo
La Roca (CTR)Every Sunday 12-5
Every Tuesday 7-9
Every Friday 7-9

Sun

Mon

30

23

16

9

2

Tue

31

24

17

10

3

Wed

April 1
Maundy Thur.
Service 7 p.m. (HC)

25

18

11

4

Thu

March 2021

2
Good Friday
Service 12 noon (HC)

26

19

12

5

Fri

3

8:00-10:00 a.m. Church
Properties

27

8:00-10:00 a.m. Church
Properties

20

8:00-10:00 a.m. Church
Properties

13

8:00-10:00 a.m. Church
Properties

6

Sat

