
My Stewardship Journey by Rebecca Hedberg 

 

I’d like to share with you a little bit of my background, because I feel that it has some 
bearing on my perspective toward stewardship.  Five years ago, God shook me awake and I 
re-discovered that Jesus is the way, the truth, and the light.  In my bones, I knew this to be 
true and that God never gave up, always looked out for me, and hemmed me in when 
necessary even though I had moved far away from him and fell into unbelief.   In a visceral 
way, I know He plucked me out of the abyss and I am forever thankful for the grace and 
mercy and love that He has shown me.  As the Lord says in Isiah 43:1 “…fear not, for I have 
redeemed you.  I have summoned you by name; you are mine.” 

Initially participating in church activities was borne out of a desire to say thank you to God 
and be a help to the congregation.  Especially since we are a small congregation and many 
hands make light work.  However, my view of stewardship has evolved over time and I see 
it now as a gift from God, an invitation to be accepted, an opportunity to be grasped, and a 
privilege to participate in God’s plan to help support the body of Christ.  In its application, 
stewardship is a way to take the love, mercy, and blessings that God has given us and 
radiate them out to others.  

We all have diverse talents, capabilities, and different types of resources such as income, 
time, wisdom, connections to other people in the community, etc.   I suspect that what we 
see in each other in terms of talents, capabilities and resources is just a tip of the iceberg of 
what each of us possesses.  We need this variety of attributes to carry out the varied tasks 
that God may assign to us, so that we as a group can be used in a multitude of ways.  A 
recent example that comes to mind is that of our cupcake competition.  I personally am not 
good at fund-raising.  To me it is not in my wheel house and it really puts me out of my 
comfort zone.  However, for Sally and Terry this was not a difficult task for them 
accomplish.  As a result, they raised $143 to be used for materials and crafts for the 
Treasure Hunters Club, which is not something that I could have done.  

On a secular level, the movie Yes Man starring Jim Carrey has also shaped my perspective 
of stewardship.  In a nutshell Jim Carrey’s character is a negative nelly and this leads a fairly 
miserable life.  But, he gets roped into attending a “Tony Robbins” type of positive thinking 
seminar over a weekend which causes him start saying yes to everything.  Now, this is 
carried to the extreme for comedic purposes, but in the end his life is enriched and he has a 
positive impact on those around him. 

We need to encourage ourselves to say yes to opportunities when they arise.  To say yes 
despite being unsure of ourselves, or not a member of a committee, or thinking that we 
have to give 100% of ourselves, when 15% or 20% will still be a great help to someone else.  
Saying yes will help us avoid putting limits on our potential to contribute to God’s plans.  An 
example of this is when I took a Caribbean cruise shortly after I had returned to God.  The 
cruise offered an early morning Sunday worship service and a bible study later in the 



morning.  I wasn’t up early enough to make the service, but I decided to go to the bible 
study.  Only me and one other woman showed up.  As we were chatting she asked me 
some questions which to my surprise I could answer (I had only just started re-acquainting 
myself with scripture).  When I returned to my cabin I marveled at how God had taken 2 
people out of a ship of 5,000+ people and connected them; one who had questions that 
needed answers and the other who as a fledging Christian who needed encouragement to 
continue to dig into the Word.   This reminds me that besides the most obvious reward of 
satisfaction from giving, is the occasional glimpse of how a small incremental thing can help 
others and strengthen the body of Christ.  A chance to see perhaps a bigger picture of Gods 
plan.   

So, let’s say yes to opportunities to support, encourage, witness, and instruct those who 
are part of body of Christ and those not yet part of the body of Christ.   Let’s be yes men 
and say yes to the invitations we receive throughout the week, month or the year to 
participate in God’s plan because as Ephesians 2:10 points out “For we are God’s 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for 
us to do.” 

  



 

My Stewardship Journey by Terry Kainz 
 

I would like to share a little story with you this morning. A few weeks back I was watching the 

news on TV. A reporter was covering a story about a house fire. The fire had been put out and 

everyone was safe. The reporter was interviewing one of the firefighters that helped put out 

the blasé. He was asking the firefighter why some of them ran back into the burning house 

after all the family members had been removed to safety. The firefighter said they did so 

because they found out that the family pet was still inside and they went in to rescue it. The 

reporter asked why they would risk their own lives by doing such a dangerous thing because 

the house was completely engulfed in flames at the time. The firefighter looked at the 

reporter and simply said “we’re firefighters, it’s what we do.” 

 

IT’S WHAT WE DO! Have you ever heard this saying? Notice that it says “It’s what we do” not 

“It’s what I do”. That tells me that we are talking about more than just one person doing 

something, but two or more people coming together, utilizing their skills, and effort to achieve 

something that could not have been done alone. This is what we the Church Properties Team 

does all year long. We come together to accomplish what has to be done, sometimes as an 

individual and sometimes with others. Doing the many tasks that must be done to keep things 

going, whether it be mowing the lawns, setting up tables and chairs for a pot luck, checking 

out the boilers for winter or the A/C units for summer. From changing light bulbs to scrubbing 

and waxing floors, or even just cleaning the restrooms and so much more. It’s a lot of work but 

its work that needs to be done. So far this year it is estimated that over 1,000 man hours have 

been needed to do all the work that has been done. And the year is not over yet. Christmas is 

coming and it will be time to put up the tree and decorations in celebration of the coming of 

our Lord and Savior. As you can see, it’s a lot of work. But work that is willingly done to keep 

the Lord’s House open for all to enter. Please keep in mind that part of the Consecrated 

Stewards campaign involves Contributions and Giving, but giving is not only financially but also 

giving of our God – given talents and time. 1Peter 4:10 says “As each has received a gift, use it 

to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace”. So come join us. Come and be 

part of the team by using your God-given talents and time, wither it be for an hour or a day, 

once a week or once a month. All is needed and all would be appreciated. After all, we are all 

members of Immanuel Lutheran Church., and “it’s what we do”. 

 

 

 

 

 



My Stewardship Journey by Sally Hover 

I’ve been asked to speak to you today about the three S’s: 

Stewards, Saints, and Sinners 

But what do those three terms mean? 

Steward- to manage or look after 

Saint- A Christian Believer 

Sinner- the broken state of our relationship with God 

As God’s stewards we rejoice in what the Lord has declared us to be, through Christ. At the 

same time, as His steward, I recognize I am also a saint and a sinner who fights sin and its 

consequences daily. 

It’s a difficult journey for me  to understand and truly digest and accept that while with my 

mind I serve the law of God daily  but with my flesh the law of sin, why, because I’m human. 

No matter how hard I try, I just cannot be perfect and without sin.  

It was quite an awakening for me to discover that as a saint, non-believers view us differently. 

They expect total obedience to the law from us.  

One morning while talking with another educator about a fellow saint, she said oh she isn’t a 

Christian, she’s a hypocrite, liar and she steals.  I said, what are you talking about? She said 

well, she ordered a free ticket to Medieval Times for her husband and filled out the paperwork 

that he was a teacher here. That’s lying and stealing from the company yet she says she is a 

Christian; I was taught lying and stealing is wrong.  I said it is, but none of us are perfect, we all 

sin, even Christians, but we try not to. I don’t know the circumstances behind why she ordered 

the tickets but I suggested she ask her.  I realized that day, that as a Christian I too am being 

looked at under a microscope by non-believers and judged for the sins I commit daily rather 

deliberately or unintentionally. Yet, she doesn’t understand that none of us are or can be 

perfect, for as we are saints we are also sinners. 

 As Christians we live in this conflict daily; with our mind as we try to follow the law but with 

the flesh, the law of sin. Does this make it alright? No, God encourages us daily to “put off” our 

former conduct, the sinner, and be renewed in mind and spirit to become what he has 

declared us to be- S A I N T S. For in His eyes we are all Saints. 

1 John 3 says, “The world does not know us, because it did not know Him.” Therefore, it is 

through God’s grace that we are forgiven and are His steward, saint and yes, a sinner.  

 


